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Drive
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Dec. 17

November
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PRINCIPAL'S CORNER

Mr. Geary, principal at Watertown High
School, recognizes and encourages the many
good things happening right now at the high
school. He sees potential and is capitalizing on
the talents of the students to benefit and build on
the achievements already accomplished by the
school environment.

The building project is making progress with
the library/media center, gym, and auditorium. Furniture has been added
in the library and books have been received. The auditorium has housed
many events so far this year even though the lights have yet to be installed.
The gym floor was lined and waxed, and it has been turned over to gym
classes and school sports. The new locker rooms started being used on
October 13" and new classrooms are currently in use.

Faculty members worked on a Positive Behavior Supports program
during three days of professional development in late August. They
encourage and support the school-wide critical thinking rubric,
which states the areas of critical thinking on which the students will
be assessed.

Mr. Geary, Mrs. Bartholomeo, Mrs. Kuegler, and Mrs. Kreuzer gave a
presentation entitled “Cultivating Change Using School-Wide Rubrics”
at the NEASC Model School Showcase on October 14™, The work by the
entire staff was recognized by NEASC, and they wanted the Watertown
staff members to present the ideas. Watertown is proud to have rubrics
and assessments that are consistent and educational.

WATERTOWN HIGH SCHOOL STAFF BABY BOOM!

Three staff members, Mr. Geary, Mr. Balanda, and Mr. Chapin have
all been lucky enough to recently become fathers! Mr. Hennessey’s wife
is also expecting their third child in late January.

Caeden , 20 inches, 7 pounds, and 6 ounces was born to Mr. Balanda
and his wife, Jess, on October 24", To help his wife, throughout her preg-
nancy, Mr. Balanda says he did not have to do much because she was
pretty independent. When asked what he was most excited about, Mr.
Balanda simply replied, “Every day.”

Eliza Michelle, 21 inches, 9 pounds even, was born to Mr. Chapin and
his wife, Erika, on October 28", Throughout his wife’s pregnancy he says
he did all the cooking and kept things as normal as possible. “She was
never wrong!” he says.

Matthew Patrick, 17.5 inches, 5 pounds, and 11 ounces was born
on November 5" to Mr. Geary and his wife, Lisa. Both father and son
share the same birthday and are sure to share the same love of math and
critical thinking.

Mr. Hennessey and his wife, Allison, are expecting their third child
January 25%, He is keeping the boys out of his wife’s way, and giving her
daily foot rubs to help her with her pregnancy.

ART WING DEDICATION

The new art wing of Watertown
High School was dedicated to
former Assistant Superintendent
of the Watertown School System,
Dr. Philip A. Pelosi. The dedication
took place on Saturday, October
24™ at 9:30 AM.

Dr. Pelosi had spent 36 years
in the Watertown School District,
opening up numerous opportunities
for the students. He started in
mathematics as a teacher before
he became assistant superintendent
of schools. Personal connections
were formed between teachers and
administration and he supported the
thought that good communication
led to a better product. The studio
was dedicated to a man who
strongly believed that education
and thinking led to success.

The reason why Dr. Pelosi was
chosen for the dedication was
because of his enthusiastic support
of the arts. He supported the arts
by sending students to Wesleyan
University’s Center for Creative
Youth Summer Program. He
strongly believes that students can
express themselves through many
different types of art, including
drawing, dancing, painting,

sculpture, and creative writing. He
wanted students to know that the
Center for Creative Youth was an
option for them.




SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT

The Social Studies Department has been involved with some worldly activities
the past few weeks. Model UN went on a trip to New York City to meet with French
representatives at their branch of the United Nations. This is where the club’s members
learned the position of France on most global issues. The trip also included a visit to
the actual U.N. where the students saw how this famous meeting place operated.

Within the past month, students in different grades participated in the Voice of
Democracy speech contest sponsored by the Veterans of Foreign Wars Committee.
There were 12 participants from Watertown High School that took part in the
competition, and it was a good learning experience and a fun way for the students to
become interested in public speaking.

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

The American Studies classes went to Ellis Island in New York recently. The
students were able to trace their family heritage if their family landed on the island.

The museum is a very interesting place to visit because one can find out who
came to Ellis Island and what the experience was like for the immigrants arriving in
America. Ryan Amedeo, a student in American Studies, said it was a fun trip, and he
learned a great deal about immigration and his ancestors.

MATH DEPARTMENT

On Thursday, October 22", five math teachers from Watertown High attended
the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) in Boston. During this
regional conference, they attended seminars on mathematics teaching and instruction.
Teachers from all over New England met and shared ideas about how to improve their
teaching skills.

Representatives from different textbook publishers met with the Watertown
teachers, and they have already sent current issues of their newest textbooks to our
math department. The trip also helped the seasoned teachers get to personally know
the new teachers. The conference was a win-win experience for all who attended.

PAST MEETS PRESENT

The Watertown High Foods classes will be experiencing an informational lesson
on December 1. A Watertown High School graduate, Eddie Dwyer, will be visiting
the school in order to show a demonstration to Ms. Bloemker’s food classes.

He graduated in 1987 and has graduated from a very well respected chef’s school,
the Culinary Institute of America. Dwyer has been a chef for the past 20 years, and he
plans to prepare a pasta dish on the day of his demonstration.

The master chef will only demonstrate one day and, therefore, Ms. Bloemker, head
of the Foods Department, is allowing other students’ taking foods classes to come in
during a study hall if they do not have class that day. It is sure to be a rewarding and
beneficial experience for all.

SCHOOL COUNSELING NEWS

Throughout October, freshmen met with their school counselors to get acquainted
and comfortable with each other. Counselors encourage freshmen who have not met
with their counselors to set up an appointment as soon as possible.

Testing has been taking place often at Watertown High. The ACT test was recently
given at the school for the first time. The PSATs were taken on October 14" and, the
students who paid the test fee will receive their results in late November or early
December. As always, they encourage extra tests to benefit students by giving them
practice in real test circumstances.

College applications have begun to go out, and seniors are reminded to turn in their
applications to the counseling office at least two weeks prior to the deadline. To see
the status of your application, go to prephq.com.

Peer Counselors has begun, and if you are interested in joining, please see Mrs. Chunis
or Mr. Frenette.

HOMECOMING

Homecoming, which
was held at the Grand
Oak Villa on November
20t wasahit! Around 300 well
dressed teens arrived ready to dance /
the night away. We appreciated
everything from the masquerading
theme to DJ International. Along
with socializing, laughing, and dancing,
students enjoyed the finger foods presented
by the Grand Oak Villa.

MUSICAL PREPARATIONS

On November 4™ there was a meeting
held regarding the musical. There were a
lotof students at the meeting. Mrs. Goldfarb
is the director and Mr. Culbertson is the
conductor of the student pit. Students
signed up to be either a performer, part of
the stage crew or a member of the pit.

The show to be performed is still
under consideration. Possible candidates
include “Grease”, “All Shook Up”, “Sugar”,
and “Damn Yankees”. The show will be
performed on March 25%, 26™, and 27%.

FRESHMAN CLASS NEws

Mrs. Poliquin and Ms. Uryase are
proud to say that they are the new
Freshman Class advisors. They have
had only one meeting so far, but it
was a very successful one. Students
attended the meeting and discussed
possible fundraisers. Several students are
showing interest in being officers, and
they have been preparing speeches. More
information on the Freshman Class will
be available during advisory.

JUNIOR CLASS NEWS

At this time, the junior class is being
lead by class president Alex Saraceno.
Alex and the junior class are planning on
having several spring activities including
the Junior Prom and the Junior Variety
Show. They will be getting advisors
very soon, so they can start planning for
these events.

The Junior Prom will be held on
Friday, May 7™ at the Grand Oak Villa in
Oakville. The class would like everyone
to know that they are going to be having
many fundraisers to help defer costs of
their activities and to help carry money to
their senior year.



CONTINUING TO IMPROVE SCHOOL CLIMATE

I recently read an article in the business section of
The New York Times that led me to further reflect on the
importance of the effort being led by administration,
faculty, and students at Watertown High School to
improve our school climate. The article emphasized
that in the twenty-first century work environment a core
competency is collaboration. The article explains that
one of the greatest challenges to productivity in the
| business sector is forging effective collaborative teams
il and teaching employees how to work with people who
come from vastly different cultures.

Understanding and appreciating diverse cultures are core competencies that all
high school graduates need to master. These skills are not only important for the
twenty first century workplace but are arguably essential for active and informed
citizenship today. The mission of the public school system is to prepare all students
for learning, work, and citizenship in the twenty-first century. The recent Truth About
Hate assembly at the high school and the ongoing work of the DELTA club are best
practices that are helping us to engage all members of the high school community in
reflecting on what it means to demonstrate respect for self and others. The importance
of a safe, positive and healthy school environment cannot be underestimated. We
know from the educational research that when students feel they are a part of school,
are treated fairly by teachers, and feel close to people at school, they are healthier and
more likely to succeed and achieve their potential.

Each member of the Watertown High School community has the opportunity and
responsibility to make the high school a better place. Developing the respectful mind
of a collaborator, the disciplined mind of a critical thinker, and the ethical mind of
a leader is our charge. This can only be accomplished when we all work together
toward a common vision of a positive, supportive, vibrant and inclusive high school
climate. Do your part to make this happen in our community.

BALANDA'S BLURBS

Although Mr. Balanda has been busy with his new
fatherly duties, he never ceases to stay on top of what is
going on around the school. He worked with Community
Day alongside Senior Tom Baker and Mr. and Mrs.
Culbertson. Mr. Balanda is also in the planning stages of the
first pep-rally of the year coming up before Thanksgiving
break. This pep-rally will not only take place in the brand
new gymnasium, but it will feature academic aspects as
well as the usual athletic teams’ celebrations These new
innovative ideas make things more diverse but still fun!

With the approaching winter season, Mr. Balanda looks forward to even more
changes in the construction. The school will be losing the wing, but the other new half
of the building will be opening up for class use. It will also be warmer with the new
half being open, which is definitely exciting news!

As all faculty, students, and parents have been informed of the HIN1 virus scare, Mr.
Balanda wants to reassure everyone that if the proper precautions continue to be taken, it
will not be an issue. Because the virus is new and something different, it is important to
keep everyone safe by using the right hygiene techniques and taking care of yourself.

This time of the year is always frantic for seniors and juniors planning ahead for
their futures, and Mr. Balanda advises them to keep their options open and not to limit
themselves. By sticking with the DREAM motto of this year and keeping their steps
in place, he has nothing but confidence that students will succeed.

Mr. Balanda says that although some aspects of his job call for disciplinary action,
it is truly rewarding when he is able to sit down and write a letter of recommendation
for a student because he is amazed at how many great kids he encounters everyday.

HAUNTED HALLWAY

Link Crew hosted the
first ever Haunted Hallway
at Watertown High School.

It was held on October 30%.

It was a freshmen only event.

The Link Leaders decorated the
hallway near the cafeteria. There were a
magnitude of decorations and people who
were jumping out to scare the freshmen.
Even teachers participated.

For those who succeeded in
completing the Haunted Hallway,
there were refreshments and a movie.
Co-commissioner, Melissa Markiewicz
thought that the Link Leaders did a great
job and she was very proud of them.
Melissa also hopes that in the future,
Link Crew does another Haunted House
because she felt it was a real success and
loads of fun.

LEADERSHIP BREAKFAST

On November 25", Watertown High
is inviting the captains of all of the
sports teams and all club officers to
the Leadership Breakfast, which was
instituted by Mr. Geary when he began
working at Watertown to recognize the
leaders. Our school feels that they should
give back to the students that strive to
make Watertown High a better place each
and everyday.

Matt Geddes is coming to speak to
our student leaders and motivate them to
keep on making the school community
a great environment. He graduated from
Watertown High School in 2004 and then
graduated from Citadel, amilitaryacademy.
Then he started his career as a police
officer for the town of Glastonbury.

NEwW TRADITIONS AT WHS

Looking for school spirit
with a touch of class? Mr.
Kuegler is continuing the
tradition of our very own
school ties. These stunning,
handmade, 100% silk ties are
on sale now for only $15 plus
shipping. They make a great
gift for a special guy or girl!

If you would like to order a tie, go
to www.thetiebar.com and enter item #
19020. This is not a fundraiser for any
club or team. It is just a great way to
show your school spirit!




Tuesday, 1*

Friday, 18"

Best Buddies meeting............... 2:15 PM Rm 160 Boys’ Swimming vs. Crosby................. 7:00 PM
Wednesday, 2"* Boys’ Basketball vs. St Paul.................. 7:00 PM
Annual Blood Drive............... All Day in the Gym Girls’ Baskcetball @ St Paul.................. 7:00PM
D Friday, 4™ Tuesday, 22"
School Play.......cccevvveieiieeiieiieieeie e 7:00 PM Best Buddies Meeting............. 2:15 PM Rm 160
E Saturday, 5™ Boys’ Basketball @ Woodland.............. 7:00 PM
School Play.......cccevevveieiieiieeiieieeie e 7:00 PM Girls’ Basketball vs. Woodland............. 7:00 PM
Tuesday, 8" Wednesday, 23"
c 4 hour session...................... 7:45 AM to 12:00 PM Boys’ Ice Hockey vs. Staples @Taft......7:00PM
Wednesday, 9™ Thursday, 24™
E Honor Society Meeting.....2:15 PM Media Center Christmas Break
Girls’ Basketball @ Ansonia.................... 7:00 PM Saturday, 26™
Friday, 11 Boys’ Ice Hockey vs. Alumni @ Taft.....5:00PM
M Girls’ Basketball vs. Derby.........ccccueee. 7:00 PM Tuesday, 29"
Saturday, 12 Boys’ Swimming vs. Windham............. 1:00 PM
B Boys’ Swimming Indicational.................. 4:00 PM Girls’ Basketball vs. Seymour............... 7:00 PM
Boys’ Basketball @ Litchfield.............. 10:00 AM Boys’ Basketball @ Seymour................ 7:00 PM
Tuesday, 15™ Wednesday, 30™
E Girls’ Basketball @ Naugatuck................ 7:00 PM Boys’ Ice Hockey vs. New Milford.......7:00 PM
Wednesday, 16"
Boys’ Swimming @ Pomperaug.............. 7:00 PM
R Boys’ Basketball vs. Naugatuck............... 7:00 PM
Thursday , 17*
Winter COneCert.......oueveeveneneenienieneeneene 7:00 PM

7000 LBS OF CLOTHES!

The Watertown High School Cheerleaders have once
again shared their spirit with the town. They have been
selling scarves with our recognizable school colors at
every football game. You may also purchase one of the
scarves from any of the cheerleaders in school.

The girls have also been involved in fundraising.
They just finished up a clothing drive where they
collected almost seven thousand pounds of clothes.
Everything they have collected will be sent out to
charitable organizations. That many pounds of clothes
will go a long way in helping those in need.

SPIRITED TO THE END

The Girls’ Field Hockey team is sad to finish another
season. The girls kept their spirits up throughout every
game and played their best.

On Senior Night, the juniors and underclassmen set
up posters and other decorations to honor the graduating
captains, Mary Horbachuk, Nicole Mancinone, and
Rachel Mennis. To add to a wonderful night, the girls
won against Wamogo 2-1, with Ali Brown scoring the
winning goal.

The captains and coach wish the best of luck to the
girls next year and urge others to join the team. “My best
friends and best memories came from field hockey,”
says captain Nicole Mancinone.

BOYS' SOCCER NEVER CEASES TO AMAZE

The Boys’ Varsity Soccer Team had a tremendous
record of 13-1-1, the Junior Varsity had a 11-1-1 record,
and the Freshmen team had a record 3-2-1. Coach Street
says that this was the best record the team has ever
had.
The team placed second in NVLs behind Naugatuck.
They won the Brass Division title and finished third in the state
heading into the Class L Tournament.
On their Senior Night, the boys won against Kennedy, 1-0. “Keep
playing the game. You’re never too old to play the sport,” advised Coach
Street to his graduating players.

CROSS COUNTRY RUNS TO SUCCESS

The boys were 9-2 in a league that was much faster than last year.
Their hard work shows, as they are third in the league and second in
their division.

Sophomore Emmett Rafferty was All NVL, and junior Tom Woermer
qualified to represent WHS at the CIAC State Open Championship
Race, held on November 6.

The girls were 7-4, and it was a big improvement over
previous years. They came in fourth at the League
Championship Meet, and Claudia Ghisa won All NVL.
Coach Kuegler advises his graduating seniors to keep
running because running is one of the few sports you can
do anytime and anywhere. “Running is for life.”




SETTING THE BAR HIGH

The football team has continued to
set the bar high! They
are currently 5-3, and
will play their last game
on Thanksgiving Day,
where they will honor
the graduating seniors.

Their biggest win this season was over
Ansonia. It was only the fourth time they
beat them in forty years!

Coach Ouellette advises his graduating
seniors to continue to work hard in
whatever it is they choose to undertake
in their lives.

SENIOR SWIMMERS HONORED
As the Girls’ Team swims

x. through another season, they

lose several graduating seniors,
but gain fast and eager freshmen.
The girls swam a tough season, but never let
that get their spirit or drive down.

On their Senior Night, the underclassmen
decorated the pool area and hung up posters
for the senior girls. They received flowers
and balloons. Although they lost the meet by
one point, their dedication and perseverance
was never absent in the meet.

SHOW INDEPENDENT TALENT

Art Club, run by Mrs. Uryase, is

held every other Monday right after

a— school in Room 106. The

}7 “ next Art Club meeting is

& November 16". The club

is currently working on

an art project for the online Watertown
Literary Magazine.

Mrs. Urayse says, “It’s a good
opportunity for artistic students to
independently show their talent and work
on a project without being told what to
do.” The club always welcomes new
members even if you are not the most
artistic student.

ITEMS FOR SOLDIERS

Interact Club has just finished selling
its orange colored Halloween carnations.
ige ,All the proceeds from the
“sale went to the club for
future club events. A recent
I, event hosted by Interact was
,@‘l’ Community Day, which was
*** on November 11" and it
consisted of students of all ages raking
leaves for the elderly here in town.
During the holiday season, Interact
will be collecting items for soldiers
overseas and their families. Everyone
will have a great holiday, and no one
will lack in holiday cheer.

CLUBS AND SPORTS

HOME SWEET HOME

Senior captains Melissa Granger, Trisha Kowalski and junior captain Allison
Blake led the volleyball team with success! They had their first home game in the
new gymnasium for Senior Night, and the girls were victorious over
Ansonia, winning 3-0.
The team has done better in the last three years, and even though
their record was not where they would have liked it, they still improved
tremendously.
Twenty-seven girls made up the 2009 team. The freshmen were strong additions
and demonstrated their abilities by playing hard.

STIMULATING CONVERSATIONS THROUGH BOOKS

Book Club’s president, Demo Gakidis, is excited about this month’s book, An
Abundance of Katherines by John Green. Demo has been the president for three years
and is glad to see many returning members.

Book Club meets twice monthly on either a Tuesday or a
Wednesday in Room 136. They read a diverse selection of books
that are enjoyed by all. Demo says, “New members are always
welcome, and we guarantee that you will love the books and the
stimulating conversation.”

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A GREEK

Mrs. Rader attended Greek Day at UConn on November 2™ and enjoyed the day of
festivities. She is going to re-create it with Latin Club. Greek Day is an introduction
to the Greek language, culture, and numerous activities in which they participate.
Mrs. Rader is excited to have her students experience such a wonderful culture.

The day will consist of concurrent activities, Greco games, dramatic readings from
The Apology, and a lunch which includes singing and dancing. Mrs. Rader is going to
recreate this as best as she can so her students will enjoy themselves and learning all
there is to know about the ancient Greek lifestyle.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Watertown High School’s Peer Counseling is eager to make a difference within
the school. Located in the first door on the right in the guidance office, people who
wanted to join were present on November 10" for the training day. This date was the
deadline for joining the club and was an all day event.

Peer Counseling is an organization in which students are encouraged to discuss
certain issues in a comfortable environment. Students who wish to attend are
recommended to do so during their study halls but are welcomed at anytime. The
main goal of this organization is to enhance the climate of the school and to resolve
conflict in positive ways.

A NIGHT OF FUN AND SNACKS

DELTA sponsored Game Night after school on November 12 from 2:15 PM to
4:30 PM. Students from all four grades attended. Individual classrooms were set up
with various board games. One of the classrooms was host to Guitar Hero, which
appeared to be the most popular game.

Even though it was difficult to tear themselves away from the exciting activities,
students did enjoy the potato chips, Kool-Aid, and homemade cookies. It was a really
fun afternoon!

NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME

The Watertown High School Best Buddies Club, which is organized by Mrs.
Ammirato and Mrs. Vallee, has been staying very busy this year. Located in room
160, this club is always looking for new members. In the month of
November, they plan to meet on the 24™ to have a full chapter meeting
to discuss the group activity of the November 26™ Football game. On
December 1, they have planned an officers meeting and a full chapter
meeting including a holiday party on the 22",

This international organization fosters friendships between students with intellectual
disabilities and their non-disabled peers. The bridge that the club creates is headed by
its President Kelly Lynch and Buddy Director Jeff Schimkevich.



STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

Filomena Silva, a senior at Watertown High School, is the Student
of the Month for November. She believes that she was selected
because of her academic achievements. She is very dedicated to
her schoolwork, and even when faced with a challenge, she is
determined to achieve her goals.

Some of Filomena’s academic activities include National Honor
Society and World Language Honor Society. She is also a member
of'the Dissection Club, the WHS Tennis Team, and outside of school, she is an assistant
Portuguese teacher. In the future, Filomena hopes to go to college to major in Biology
and Spanish and possibly even go to medical school. Her favorite class in school is
Spanish because she enjoys learning about the culture.

Filomena credits her parents for teaching her to never give up. Her beliefs and words
of wisdom to the underclassmen are, “Always challenge yourself because you will be
surprised at what you can accomplish if you dedicated yourself.”

Kylee Lecchi has been chosen as the junior Student of the Month
for the month of November. He feels his selection was greatly due
to his involvement in clubs and sports and his participation in
class. He has shown leadership, respect, and responsibility in the
classroom and on the playing field.

Out of the many students that participate in clubs and sports
at Watertown High School, Kylee goes above and beyond. He is
a member of Link Crew, Student Council, Soccer, and Track and Field. The future
looks promising as he plans to attend college, play soccer, and earn a degree in Sports
Therapy. His favorite subject is math because he works well with numbers.

Kylee would like to advise underclassmen, “High school is four years of
opportunity. It’s what you make of it, so take all the chances you have and try new
and exciting things.”

WHO'’S DYING TO BE A MILLIONAIRE?

The cast of Who's Dying to be a Millionaire? has been following a strict and
intense rehearsal schedule. Students are working hard to complete the set. Mrs.
Harrell along with students are designing costumes. The show will be presented on
December 4" and 5" at 7:00 PM in the new auditorium. Tickets are $5.

Based on the hit game show, Who Wants to be a Millionaire?, contestants
participate by answering questions to gain money. However, chaos breaks loose
when a contestant is murdered.

Come see the show to fully experience the tragic, mysterious, and comedic
events of Who's Dying to be a Millionaire?.

ART STUDENT OF THE MONTH

Rachel Berube was
selected as the Art
Student of the Month.
Rachel is very happy
and grateful for this
honor. She feels she

o -— has been given this
award because of her dedication to art and
her artistic talent. She is also involved in
Art Club, National Honor Society, and
her job at the Town Apothecary.

Rachel has been drawing since she
was very little and plans to continue
in college. She would like to major in
art and then find a job in an art studio.
She would love to work for Disney or
as a painter.

Rachel does not believe that she has
met her goals here at Watertown High
School. She feels that there is so much
more that she can do and is working to
do the best she can academically and
artistically. Her advice for other art
students is, “Just keep doing what you
love to do. There will always be critics
trying to tear you apart, but if you stay
true to who you are, nothing can stand in
your way.”

PTO STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

Adam Kuegler
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