






WHS Principal’s Notes





                                               Excellence is the gradual result of always striving to do better.

Matthew Geary, Principal

November 23, 2008 – December 12, 2008 
Schedule for the Upcoming Weeks
Monday December 8                    Board of Education Meeting 
Tuesday December 9                   Start of Winter Sports Season
Wednesday December 10            PTO Meeting
Monday December 15                  Quarter 2 Progress Reports mailed home   

Wednesday December 17            Winter Concert               
Highlights

There were several highlights over the past 2 weeks connected to the Thanksgiving weekend. The first highlight was the first annual Watertown High School – Torrington High School Powder Puff Football Game. The game was played on Tuesday November 24 at the Mills Complex. The girls were coached by Mr. O’Connor, Mr. Valletta, Mr. Rinaldi, Mr. Genua, and Mr. Lozaw. After the Watertown victory, players from both teams at dinner together. We believe that this event will continue to grow as time moves on. The next highlight occurred on Wednesday November 25 at the annual WHS bonfire. The Student Council put together this event which was held following the Dodge Ball Tournament which was sponsored by the National Honor Society. Despite a tough loss, the Thanksgiving game against Torrington was another highlight. All members of our football team played hard and represented Watertown High School proudly Thursday morning. Finally, the annual Homecoming dance was held Saturday December 6 was attended by over 300 students. Students were dressed up and enjoyed a night of good food, great friends, and excellent music.

Building Leadership Team

The Building Leadership Team met on Thursday December 4 at 2:30 in the WHS Tech Center. A discussion on school-wide events related to tolerance and diversity was held. Grade specific themes for our Shared Experience program were also determined. We will brainstorm activities at the next meeting. The purpose of the team is to maintain a decision making process which is clear, fair and open and which involves representatives from each group in our school community. The team includes administrators, department leaders, teachers, paraprofessionals, secretaries, custodians, parents, and students. We work together to improve upon the academic, social, and behavioral successes that have taken place at Watertown High School. Each shareholder has a voice in important decisions that affect our school. Together we utilize our experiences, strengths, talents, and creativity to develop a vision for the future of Watertown High School. Thank you to those who attended the last meeting. The next meeting will be held on Thursday January 22, 2008.
Construction Update
Construction continues on both the interior and exterior of Watertown High School. Demolition of the front of the building is ongoing to make room for the new addition which will house the library, school counseling offices, and administration. The main driveway was recently repaved to provide easier access to the relocated main entrance. Plans are underway to begin renovation to the gym and locker room areas beginning in April of 2009. Phase 1 of the project which includes the art studios, library, music suite, auditorium, several new classrooms and a science lab in scheduled to be complete by the end of August, 2009.
Academics at Watertown High School
Progress reports will be mailed home to all students by Monday December 15.
The PSAT was given on Wednesday October 18, 2008 to all sophomores and juniors at WHS. The scores have been returned and Mr. Chapin and the other school counselors will be visiting sophomore classes to interpret the scores. In the near future, we will interpret scores with juniors as well.

If your son or daughter needs extra help in math, reading, or writing, a certified staff member is on duty to offer assistance in room 125 each period. The math lab is open during the first half of each block and the reading/writing lab is open during the second half of each block.

Athletics at Watertown High School

Students wishing to participate in a sport at WHS must have turned in their physical form and payment at this time. Winter sports include boys and girls basketball, ice hockey, and boys swimming. The schedule for the next two weeks is below. 
	Tue., 12/16
	V Girls Basketball
	Torrington
	Home - Watertown High
[Directions]
	7:00 p.m.
	

	Tue., 12/16
	JV Girls Basketball
	Torrington
	Home - Watertown High
[Directions]
	5:15 p.m.
	

	Tue., 12/16
	FR Girls Basketball
	Torrington
	Home - Watertown High
[Directions]
	3:30 p.m.
	

	Wed., 12/17
	V Boys Basketball
	Torrington
	Home - Watertown High
[Directions]
	7:00 p.m.
	

	Wed., 12/17
	JV Boys Basketball
	Torrington
	Home - Watertown High
[Directions]
	5:15 p.m.
	3:45p.m.

	Wed., 12/17
	FR Boys Basketball
	Torrington
	Home - Watertown High
[Directions]
	3:30 p.m.
	2:15p.m.

	Wed., 12/17
	V Boys Ice Hockey
	Trumbull
	Home - Taft-Mays Rink
[Directions]
	7:30 p.m.
	

	Fri., 12/19
	V Boys Basketball
	Woodland
	Home - Watertown
[Directions]
	7:00 p.m.
	

	Fri., 12/19
	JV Boys Basketball
	Woodland
	Home - Watertown High
[Directions]
	5:15 p.m.
	

	Fri., 12/19
	FR Boys Basketball
	Woodland
	Home - Watertown High
[Directions]
	3:45 p.m.
	

	Fri., 12/19
	V Boys Swimming
	Crosby
	Away - Crosby HS
[Directions]
	5:30 p.m.
	4:00p.m.

	Fri., 12/19
	V Girls Basketball
	Holy Cross
	Away - HCHS
[Directions]
	7:00 p.m.
	

	Fri., 12/19
	JV Girls Basketball
	Holy Cross
	Away - HCHS
[Directions]
	5:15 p.m.
	4:00p.m.

	Fri., 12/19
	FR Girls Basketball
	Holy Cross
	Away - HCHS
[Directions]
	3:30 p.m.
	2:15p.m.

	Sat., 12/20
	V Boys Ice Hockey
	Shepaug-Litchfield-Wamogo
	Home - Taft-Mays Rink
[Directions]
	7:30 p.m.
	

	Tue., 12/23
	V Boys Basketball
	Ansonia
	Home - Watertown High
[Directions]
	7:00 p.m.
	

	Tue., 12/23
	JV Boys Basketball
	Ansonia
	Home - Watertown High
[Directions]
	5:15 p.m.
	

	Tue., 12/23
	FR Boys Basketball
	Ansonia
	Home - Watertown High
[Directions]
	3:30 p.m.
	2:15p.m.

	Tue., 12/23
	V Boys Ice Hockey
	Joel Barlow
	Away - Danbury Ice Arena
[Directions]
	8:50 p.m.
	6:45p.m.

	Tue., 12/23
	V Girls Basketball
	Ansonia
	Away - Ansonia High School, Ansonia
[Directions]
	7:00 p.m.
	

	Tue., 12/23
	JV Girls Basketball
	Ansonia
	Away - Ansonia High School, Ansonia
[Directions]
	5:15 p.m.
	3:45p.m.

	Tue., 12/23
	FR Girls Basketball
	Ansonia
	Away - Ansonia High School, Ansonia
[Directions]
	3:30 p.m.
	2:15p.m.

	Fri., 12/26
	V Boys Basketball
	Naugatuck
	Away - Naugatuck High School
[Directions]
	7:00 p.m.
	

	Fri., 12/26
	JV Boys Basketball
	Naugatuck
	Away - Naugatuck High School
[Directions]
	5:30 p.m.
	null

	Fri., 12/26
	FR Boys Basketball
	Naugatuck
	Away - Naugatuck High School
[Directions]
	3:30 p.m.
	2:15p.m.

	Fri., 12/26
	V Boys Ice Hockey
	Farmington
	Home - Taft-Mays Rink
[Directions]
	3:30 p.m.
	

	Fri., 12/26
	FR Girls Basketball
	Kennedy
	Away - Kennedy High School
[Directions]
	1:00 p.m.
	

	Sat., 12/27
	V Boys Swimming
	Windham/RHAM
	Away - WHS H. Chester Nelson Pool
[Directions]
	1:00 p.m.
	11:15a.m.

	Sat., 12/27
	V Girls Basketball
	Kennedy
	Away - Kennedy High School
[Directions]
	3:00 p.m.
	

	Sat., 12/27
	JV Girls Basketball
	Kennedy
	Away - Kennedy High School
[Directions]
	1:00 p.m.
	


Activities at Watertown High School

The Winter Concert will be held Wednesday December 15 at Swift Middle School at 7:00 P.M. Come out to see our strings, choir, and band perform a great show.
A Coffee House Music Show will be held Thursday December 16 in the cafeteria at Watertown High School.

Arts at Watertown High School

Our Advanced Photography course offerings have been expanded. We are now offering Art 3: Dark Room Photography and Art 3: Digital Photography as well as Art 4: Advanced Dark Room Photography and Art 4: Advanced Digital Photography. See Ms. Hourihan for details.

In addition, a select Choir course will be offered this year. Students should see Mrs. Poliquin (formerly Mrs. Butkus) for information.
Students at WHS
As we move past the middle of the second quarter, all students should see their teachers for extra help in any classes where they are struggling. Midterm exams are approximately one month away and we want all students to achieve their highest potential. 
Teachers at WHS

Teachers continue to embed opportunities for students to think critically into the curriculum. Students in all areas are expected to apply, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information. These skills are assessed regularly in class. On December 2, 2008, teachers worked on developing midterm exams that feature questions that require students to think critically to solve problems. They examined last year’s exam scores and student performance before revising this year’s exams.  Student performance on the 2nd critical thinking assessment was also discussed. The critical thinking rubric is available on the WHS website.
Parents at WHS

The next PTO Meeting is Wednesday January 14, 2008 at 7:00 PM in room 127. Parents are encouraged to attend.

The first Project Graduation Meeting is on Wednesday January 28, 2008 at 6:30 PM in the relocated Guidance Conference Room. 
WHS in the Community
All students at Watertown High School are required to complete 20 hours of community service in order to meet the Community Outreach graduation requirement. If you know of a community service opportunity, please contact the school counseling department at WHS.
Have a safe and happy holiday season!!!
