WHS Principal’s Notes

Excellence is the gradual result of always striving to do better.

Matthew Geary, Principal

December 21, 2009
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Watertown High School is now participating in Stop and Shop’s A+ Bonus Bucks Program. Parents and community members can help us earn great rewards. Please take a moment to enroll. Go to http://www.stopandshop.com/aplus and click on Register Your Card. The WHS school ID number is 08551. 

Schedule for the Upcoming Weeks

Monday December 21                       2 Hour Delayed Opening


Wednesday December 23                 Minimum Day

Highlights
The highlight for the past two weeks was the annual Winter Concert which took place on Thursday December 17, 2009. All who attended were impressed by the sound of the Watertown High School Choir, Chamber Choir, Guys Choir, Strings Ensemble, Jazz Band, and Concert Band. These groups of students worked hard to prepare and excellent show. Congratulations to Mrs. Poliquin, Mr. Culbertson, Ms. Michael and their students on a fantastic concert.
A second highlight occurred over two weekends as a fall play was held for the first time in a decade. Who’s Dying to be a Millionaire, directed by Ms. Baim and Mr. Begnal was a resounding success. The play was held over two weekends due to inclement weather which forces the postponement of the second show. The cast and crew were not deterred however and put on an excellent show.
Building Leadership Team
The Building Leadership Team met on Thursday December at 2:30 in the WHS Tech Center. The discussion centered on new courses to be offered at WHS in 20010-11. Courses include Percussion Ensemble, Programming Through Animation – ALICE, Personal Finance, A.P. Environmental Science, A.P. Studio Art, A.P. Music Theory, A.P. Physics, and A.P. Calculus BC.  These courses meet the needs of a wide variety of students and provide opportunities for increased rigor at WHS.
The purpose of the Building Leadership Team is to maintain a decision making process which is clear, fair and open and which involves representatives from each group in our school community. The team includes administrators, department leaders, teachers, paraprofessionals, secretaries, custodians, parents, and students. We will work together to improve upon the academic, social, and behavioral successes that have taken place at Watertown High School. Each shareholder will have a voice in important decisions that will affect our school. Together we will utilize our experiences, strengths, talents, and creativity to develop a vision for the future of Watertown High School. Thank you to those who attended the first meeting. The next BLT meeting will be held on January 21, 2009.
Building Project 

Work continues in many areas of the building. Furniture installation in the library / media center is complete and books have been stocked. The library has been open for use by students in classes. The auditorium is complete and opened with our fall production of Who’s Dying to be a Millionaire last weekend. Work is nearly complete on the courtyard and the new hallway outside the cafeteria. Beginning Monday December 21, teachers and students will move out of the wing and into the completed area containing old rooms 107 – 116 and 201 – 221. Check back for updated pictures.
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Academics at Watertown High School
Mid-quarter Progress Reports were posted on Friday December 4, 2009. The first semester is scheduled to end on January 15, 2010. Exams will be held beginning on Tuesday January 19, 2010.
If your son or daughter needs extra help in math, reading, or writing, a certified staff member is on duty to offer assistance in the library/media center each period. The math lab is open during the first half of each block and the reading/writing lab is open during the second half of each block.

Athletics at Watertown High School

Winter sports are in full swing. The schedule for WHS teams is below.
	Tue., 12/22 
	V Boys Basketball 
	Woodland 
	Away - Woodland High School Gym
[Directions] 
	7:00 p.m. 

	Tue., 12/22 
	JV Boys Basketball 
	Woodland 
	Away - Woodland High School Gym
[Directions] 
	5:15 p.m. 

	Tue., 12/22 
	FR Boys Basketball 
	Woodland 
	Away - Woodland High School Gym
[Directions] 
	3:45 p.m. 

	Tue., 12/22 
	V Girls Basketball 
	Woodland 
	Home - Watertown High School
[Directions] 
	7:00 p.m. 

	Tue., 12/22 
	JV Girls Basketball 
	Woodland 
	Home - Watertown High School
[Directions] 
	5:30 p.m. 

	Tue., 12/22 
	FR Girls Basketball 
	Woodland 
	Home - Watertown High School
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 

	Wed., 12/23 
	V Boys Ice Hockey 
	Staples-Weston 
	Home - Taft-Mays Rink
[Directions] 
	7:00 p.m. 

	Sat., 12/26 
	V Boys Ice Hockey 
	Alumni Game 
	Home - Odden Arena
[Directions] 
	5:00 p.m. 

	Tue., 12/29 
	V Boys Basketball 
	Seymour 
	Away - Seymour High
[Directions] 
	7:00 p.m. 

	Tue., 12/29 
	JV Boys Basketball 
	Seymour 
	Away - Seymour High
[Directions] 
	5:15 p.m. 

	Tue., 12/29 
	V Boys Swimming and Diving 
	Windham/RHAM 
	Home - Woodland Regional High School
[Directions] 
	1:00 p.m. 

	Tue., 12/29 
	V Girls Basketball 
	Seymour 
	Home - Swift Middle School
[Directions] 
	7:00 p.m. 

	Tue., 12/29 
	JV Girls Basketball 
	Seymour 
	Home - Swift Middle School
[Directions] 
	5:30 p.m. 

	Wed., 12/30 
	V Boys Ice Hockey 
	New Milford 
	Home - Taft-Mays Rink
[Directions] 
	7:00 p.m. 

	Sat., 1/2 
	V Boys Basketball 
	Kennedy 
	Home - Watertown High School
[Directions] 
	7:00 p.m. 

	Sat., 1/2 
	JV Boys Basketball 
	Kennedy 
	Home - Watertown High
[Directions] 
	5:30 p.m. 

	Sat., 1/2 
	FR Boys Basketball 
	Kennedy 
	Home - Watertown High
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 

	Sat., 1/2 
	V Boys Ice Hockey 
	Newtown 
	Home - Taft-Mays Rink
[Directions] 
	7:30 p.m. 

	Sat., 1/2 
	V Girls Basketball 
	Kennedy 
	Away - Kennedy High School
[Directions] 
	3:00 p.m. 

	Sat., 1/2 
	JV Girls Basketball 
	Kennedy 
	Away - KENNEDY HIGH SCHOOL
[Directions] 
	1:00 p.m. 

	Sat., 1/2 
	FR Girls Basketball 
	Kennedy 
	Away - KENNEDY HIGH SCHOOL
[Directions] 
	11:30 a.m. 

	Tue., 1/5 
	V Boys Basketball 
	Sacred Heart 
	Away - Sacred Heart - Alumni Hall
[Directions] 
	7:00 p.m. 

	Tue., 1/5 
	JV Boys Basketball 
	Sacred Heart 
	Away - Sacred Heart - Alumni Hall
[Directions] 
	5:15 p.m. 

	Tue., 1/5 
	V Boys Swimming and Diving 
	Kennedy 
	Home - Watertown High
[Directions] 
	4:00 p.m. 

	Tue., 1/5 
	V Girls Basketball 
	Sacred Heart 
	Home - Watertown High School
[Directions] 
	7:00 p.m. 

	Tue., 1/5 
	JV Girls Basketball 
	Sacred Heart 
	Home - Watertown High School
[Directions] 
	5:15 p.m. 

	Wed., 1/6 
	V Boys Ice Hockey 
	Cheshire 
	Away - Wesleyan University ice rink
[Directions] 
	4:00 p.m. 

	Fri., 1/8 
	V Boys Basketball 
	Holy Cross 
	Away - HCHS
[Directions] 
	7:00 p.m. 

	Fri., 1/8 
	JV Boys Basketball 
	Holy Cross 
	Away - HCHS
[Directions] 
	5:15 p.m. 

	Fri., 1/8 
	FR Boys Basketball 
	Holy Cross 
	Away - HCHS
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 

	Fri., 1/8 
	V Girls Basketball 
	Holy Cross 
	Home - Watertown High School
[Directions] 
	7:00 p.m. 

	Fri., 1/8 
	JV Girls Basketball 
	Holy Cross 
	Home - Watertown High School
[Directions] 
	5:30 p.m. 

	Fri., 1/8 
	FR Girls Basketball 
	Holy Cross 
	Home - Watertown High School
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 

	Sat., 1/9 
	FR Boys Basketball 
	Sacred Heart 
	Away - Sacred Heart - Alumni Hall
[Directions] 
	1:00 p.m. 

	Sat., 1/9 
	V Boys Ice Hockey 
	Masuk 
	Home - Taft-Mays Rink
[Directions] 
	7:30 p.m. 


Activities at Watertown High School

The 5th Annual Leadership Breakfast will be held on Thursday November 25, 2009.

Arts at Watertown High School

Student art work is now being displayed in the WHS library as well as in our new showcases. Also, Starbucks in Watertown has agreed to display several pieces of student work.

Students at WHS

Members or Mr. Cerato’s Advisory Group volunteered at a local soup kitchen on Thursday December 11, 2009 from 10 – 1.
Teachers at WHS

The focus again this year is on critical thinking across disciplines. Teachers reviewed assessments that measure student’s ability to think critically and will be utilizing the school-wide critical thinking rubric to measure student performance. The second assessment was given and scored and reviewed by teachers on Tuesday December 8th . The next assessment will be given as part of the midterm exam. Teachers will review these results at the end of the exam sessions.
Mr. Geary, Mrs. Bartholomeo, Mrs. Kuegler, and Mrs. Kreuzer gave a presentation entitled “Cultivating Change Using School-wide Rubrics” at the NEASC Model School Showcase on Tuesday October 14. The work done by the entire staff was recognized by NEASC when the selected our team to present. The WHS is proud of the work we have done reviewing and revising the our school-wide rubrics to make instruction and assessment more consistent. 

Parents at WHS

The last PTO Meeting was to be held on Wednesday December 9 at 6:30 in the library but was cancelled due to snow. Parents are encouraged to attend the next meeting which will be held on Wednesday January 13th in the library . Please note the change in location.
WHS in the Community

On Veteran’s Day, members of the Interact Club raked leaves for senior citizens around time for the 3rd year in a row. We are happy to give back to the community.

All students at Watertown High School are required to complete 20 hours of community service in order to meet the Community Outreach graduation requirement. If you know of a community service opportunity, please contact the school counseling department at WHS.
