WHS Principal’s Notes

Excellence is the gradual result of always striving to do better.

Matthew Geary, Principal

March 1, 2010
Schedule for the Upcoming Weeks

Monday March 8                                 Board of Education Meeting
                                                                Watertown READS Meeting

Tuesday March 9                                 Sophomore Parent Night


Wednesday March 10                        Project Graduation / PTO Meeting
Thursday March 11                             Mr. Watertown
Building Leadership Team
The Building Leadership Team met on Thursday December 10 at 2:30 in the WHS Tech Center. The discussion centered on new courses to be offered at WHS in 20010-11. Courses include Percussion Ensemble, Programming Through Animation – ALICE, Personal Finance, A.P. Environmental Science, A.P. Studio Art, A.P. Music Theory, A.P. Physics, and A.P. Calculus BC.  These courses meet the needs of a wide variety of students and provide opportunities for increased rigor at WHS.
The purpose of the Building Leadership Team is to maintain a decision making process which is clear, fair and open and which involves representatives from each group in our school community. The team includes administrators, department leaders, teachers, paraprofessionals, secretaries, custodians, parents, and students. We will work together to improve upon the academic, social, and behavioral successes that have taken place at Watertown High School. Each shareholder will have a voice in important decisions that will affect our school. Together we will utilize our experiences, strengths, talents, and creativity to develop a vision for the future of Watertown High School. Thank you to those who attended the first meeting. The next BLT meeting will be held on Thursday March 18, 2010.
Building Project 

In early April, O&G will take over the cafeteria and kitchen as well as the Foods classroom, Medical Careers classroom, and pool area as they begin the final phases of the project which should be completed in February, 2011. Lunch will be served in the gymnasium and Foods and Medical Careers classes will be relocated. The cafeteria and pool areas will be available for student use in September 2010.
Construction continues in the three – story wing and that area is expected to be turned over for student use in August 2010. The final phase of the project which includes the technology and vocational educational classrooms will begin in June 2010. These areas will be turned over for student use at the conclusion of the project in February, 2011. The building project is on schedule.
Academics at Watertown High School
Progress reports for the third quarter were posted on Friday March 5, 2010.
2010-11 Scheduling

Information concerning scheduling for the 2010-11 school year will be distributed in mid- March. The 2010 Program of Studies will be available online this week.

CAPT
All students in grade ten across the state are currently taking the Connecticut Academic Performance Test. The CAPT includes four strands: Reading, Writing, Science, and Mathematics. The Writing section consists of 2 Interdisciplinary Writing tests as well as Editing and Revising. The Reading section consists of the Response to Literature sub –test as well as Reading for Information. Our primary goal this year has been improving student literacy. Specifically, we have focused on improving student ability to comprehend, interpret, and evaluate information across disciplines. Students are then asked to develop an interpretation or demonstrate a critical stance based on what they have read. Teachers worked by department to develop uniform reading assessments. These assessments will be given in the next few weeks. Teachers have also been implementing pre- and during – reading strategies to help improve student comprehension. The wide variety of candidates and opinions in the upcoming presidential election demonstrates that a person’s ability to read and interpret information in order to make an informed decision is more important than ever before. Teachers are spending time working CAPT-like tasks into the existing Watertown High School curriculum. The CAPT schedule is available on the high school website.
Athletics at Watertown High School

Winter sports are coming to an end and Spring sports are just around the corner. Remember that students must have a valid physical and submit the Pay to Participate fee before trying out.
The Watertown Boys Basketball Team, which made the state tournament for the first time in 41 years, will play at Cromwell on Tuesday March 9, 2010, at 7:00.

The Watertown-Pomperaug Ice Hockey Team will play on Thursday March 11 at 7:30 at the Milford Ice Pavilion against Masuk.
Activities at Watertown High School

The Third Annual Mr. Watertown will be held on Thursday March 11, 2010 in the Auditorium.

The St. Baldricks Head Shaving Fundraiser will be held on Tuesday March 16, 2010 at WHS.
The 2010 musical All Shook Up will be held March 25 – 27 in the WHS Auditorium.
Arts at Watertown High School

WHS Art students took home 5 Awards at the Connecticut Scholastic Art Awards Competition, on January 13 at the University of Hartford Art School. The state wide competition is juried by professional artists and university art faculty, and includes 17 media categories. Winning submissions are awarded Gold Key, Silver Key or Honorable Mention awards. Gold key awardees will have their artwork submitted to the National Level of the Scholastic Art Awards Competition. 

Students at WHS

Members of Interact and the World Language Honor Society collected over $600 that will be donated to help relief in Haiti through the Battle of the Beards and Hat Day.
Teachers at WHS

The focus again this year is on critical thinking across disciplines. Teachers reviewed assessments that measure student’s ability to think critically and will be utilizing the school-wide critical thinking rubric to measure student performance. The latest assessment was given, scored and reviewed by teachers on Wednesday February 25, 2010.
Parents at WHS

The last PTO Meeting was to be held on Wednesday February 10 at 6:00 in the library.  This meeting was cancelled due to snow. Parents are encouraged to attend the next meeting which will be held on Wednesday March 10th in the library . The meeting will begin at 6:00 and we will discuss Project Graduation from 6:00 – 6:30. The PTO meeting will begin at 6:30.
WHS in the Community

All students at Watertown High School are required to complete 20 hours of community service in order to meet the Community Outreach graduation requirement. If you know of a community service opportunity, please contact the school counseling department at WHS.
