WHS Principal’s Notes

Excellence is the gradual result of always striving to do better.

Matthew Geary, Principal

March 22, 2010
Schedule for the Upcoming Weeks

Monday March 22                               Board of Education Meeting
Thursday March 25                             2010 Musical: All Shook Up and FBLA Retail Fundraiser


Friday March 26                                  2010 Musical: All Shook Up and FBLA Retail Fundraiser
Saturday March 25                             2010 Musical: All Shook Up and FBLA Retail Fundraiser
Monday March 29                               Watertown READS Meeting

Highlights
Malcolm Gladwell, author of The Tipping Point – How Little Things Can Make a Big Difference wrote that, “The tipping point is that magic moment when an idea, trend, or social behavior crosses a threshold, tips, and spreads like wildfire." There are several highlights from the past few weeks that I believe demonstrates that WHS continues to be headed in the right direction. 

Sophomore Parent Night – Approximately 80 parents attended 10th Grade Parents which included a 40 minute presentation on CAPT, PSAT, SAT, AP, and scheduling and a question and answer session which lasted about a hour and 20 minutes. Parents asked excellent questions about curriculum, instruction, and assessment at WHS and were engaged in an active discussion the entire time. All of the parents in attendance demonstrated their commitment to helping their children succeed. 

Freshmen Scheduling Assemblies – On Wednesday March 16, we gathered our ninth graders for information on scheduling and they also asked excellent questions about opportunities available to them. At one point I asked for students who were in guided study halls and found them to be beneficial to raise their hands and at least 6 students did. Many of the ninth graders requested a guided study hall, a signal that they are willing to take responsibility to availing themselves of the resources we have to help them succeed.

Mr. Watertown – On Thursday night, a new Mr. Watertown was crowned (Angelo Guerrera). This activity is just one of many fun activities / programs that have been added over the past five years to further help connect students with their school. About 800 people attended and everyone had a great time. Numerous staff members supported Mrs. Monti-Bovi in a variety of capacities that evening. Excellent work!

NHS Induction – On Friday night 54 new members were inducted into the National Honor Society in a classy ceremony that recognized their accomplishments in the areas of scholarship, leadership, character, and service. The induction process has been altered several times over the past few years in an attempt to recognize our best and brightest students without losing the selectivity of the process. The students inducted are a great group of young adults who epitomize all that is good at WHS. Mr. Street and Mrs. Walluck as well as the faculty selection committee did an excellent job

St. Baldricks Fundraiser –  On Tuesday March 16, over 80 students and staff at WHS and Swift attended the third annual St. Baldrick’s Day Fundraiser at WHS. Together we raised over $16000 for childhood cancer research. My gratitude goes out to Mr. Balanda who organized the event and to all those who donated or participated. Special thanks to the hair stylists: Angela's Hair Depot, Sal's Barber Shop, and Amanda O'Brien.
Building Leadership Team
The Building Leadership Team met on Thursday March 18 at 2:30 in the WHS Tech Center. In the areas of curriculum, the team approved a proposal to allow music students to contract to carry a course at an honors level. This proposal will go to the Board of Education Curriculum and Instruction for consideration next. 

The rest of our discussion was centered on the core values, beliefs, and learning expectations at Watertown High School. A review of the New England Association of Schools and Colleges Standards tells us that effective schools identify core values and beliefs about learning that function as explicit foundational commitments to students and the community. Decision-making remains focused on and aligned with these critical commitments. Core values and beliefs manifest themselves in research-based, school-wide 21st century learning expectations. Every component of the school is driven by the core values and beliefs and supports all students’ achievement of the school’s learning expectations. 

NEASC has also identified indicators of schools driven by their core values –

Indicator 1:  The school community engages in a dynamic, collaborative and inclusive process informed by current research-based best practices to identify and commit to its core values and beliefs about learning.

Indicator 2:  The school has challenging and measurable 21st century learning expectations for all students which address academic, social and civic competencies, and are defined by school-wide analytic rubrics that identify targeted high levels of achievement.

Indicator 3:  The school’s core values, beliefs, and 21st century learning expectations are actively reflected in the culture of the school, drive curriculum, instruction, and assessment in every classroom, and guide the school’s policies, procedures, decisions, and resource allocations. 

Indicator 4:  The school regularly reviews and revises its core values, beliefs, and 21st century learning expectations based on research, multiple data sources, as well as district and school community priorities.
As part of our discussion, team members identified the following core values:

· Demonstrate integrity, respect, excellence, and a strong work ethic in everything that we do

· Build a school that is collaborative in nature (adults and students)

· Develop the intellectual curiosity and passion of learners

· Allow students to gain experiences in multiple disciplines (math, science, social studies, language arts, world language, art, music, technology education, business education, vocational education etc.

· Utilize technology to solve problems

· Create caring citizens who will be able to succeed in a global society

· Promote health, wellness, physical fitness, and emotional growth among students and staff

· Believe that all students can achieve at high levels

· Ensure that students are financially literate

· Create individual learning plans for each student
The purpose of the Building Leadership Team is to maintain a decision making process which is clear, fair and open and which involves representatives from each group in our school community. The team includes administrators, department leaders, teachers, paraprofessionals, secretaries, custodians, parents, and students. We will work together to improve upon the academic, social, and behavioral successes that have taken place at Watertown High School. Each shareholder will have a voice in important decisions that will affect our school. Together we will utilize our experiences, strengths, talents, and creativity to develop a vision for the future of Watertown High School. Thank you to those who attended the first meeting. The next BLT meeting will be held on Thursday April 29, 2010.
Building Project 

In early April, O&G will take over the cafeteria and kitchen as well as the Foods classroom, Medical Careers classroom, and pool area as they begin the final phases of the project which should be completed in February, 2011. Lunch will be served in the gymnasium and Foods and Medical Careers classes will be relocated. The cafeteria and pool areas will be available for student use in September 2010.
Construction continues in the three – story wing and that area is expected to be turned over for student use in August 2010. The final phase of the project which includes the technology and vocational educational classrooms will begin in June 2010. These areas will be turned over for student use at the conclusion of the project in February, 2011. The building project is on schedule.
Academics at Watertown High School
Progress reports for the third quarter were posted on Friday March 5, 2010.
The last day of the third quarter was pushed to Friday April 2, 2010. Grades will be posted on Thursday April 8 at 6:00 P.M.

2010-11 Scheduling

Information concerning scheduling for the 2010-11 school year was distributed two weeks ago and course selection sheets were collected this past Tuesday. If students have not returned their course selection sheets, they should return them to the counseling office as soon as possible. The 2010 Program of Studies is available online under School Counseling – Program of Studies.

CAPT
All students in grade ten across the state took the Connecticut Academic Performance Test over the past two weeks. Make up testing is ongoing The CAPT includes four strands: Reading, Writing, Science, and Mathematics. The Writing section consists of 2 Interdisciplinary Writing tests as well as Editing and Revising. The Reading section consists of the Response to Literature sub –test as well as Reading for Information. Our primary goal this year has been improving student literacy. Specifically, we have focused on improving student ability to comprehend, interpret, and evaluate information across disciplines. Students are then asked to develop an interpretation or demonstrate a critical stance based on what they have read. Teachers worked by department to develop uniform reading assessments. These assessments will be given in the next few weeks. Teachers have also been implementing pre- and during – reading strategies to help improve student comprehension. The wide variety of candidates and opinions in the upcoming presidential election demonstrates that a person’s ability to read and interpret information in order to make an informed decision is more important than ever before. Teachers are spending time working CAPT-like tasks into the existing Watertown High School curriculum. 
Athletics at Watertown High School

Spring sports are just around the corner. WHS offers baseball, softball, track, tennis, golf, and lacrosse. Remember that students must have a valid physical and submit the Pay to Participate fee before trying out.
	Sat., 3/27 
	V Boys Lacrosse 
	Pomperaug (Scrim.) 
	Away
[Directions] 
	TBA 

	Sat., 3/27 
	V Softball 
	Pomperaug (Scrim.) 
	Away
[Directions] 
	1:00 p.m. 

	Tue., 3/30 
	V Girls Lacrosse 
	Notre Dame-Fairfield (Scrim.) 
	Away - Park Avenue Field at Notre Dame
[Directions] 
	4:00 p.m. 

	Wed., 3/31 
	V Boys Lacrosse 
	Berlin (Scrim.) 
	Home - Veterans Park
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 

	Fri., 4/2 
	V Softball 
	Litchfield (Scrim.) 
	Away
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 

	Wed., 4/7 
	V Baseball 
	Seymour 
	Home - Deland Field
[Directions] 
	3:45 p.m. 

	Wed., 4/7 
	V Boys Lacrosse 
	Litchfield 
	Home - TBA
[Directions] 
	5:30 p.m. 

	Wed., 4/7 
	V Boys Outdoor Track 
	Kennedy 
	Home - Mills Complex- High School.
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 

	Wed., 4/7 
	V Boys Tennis 
	Crosby 
	Away - Crosby HS
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 

	Wed., 4/7 
	V Girls Lacrosse 
	Brookfield 
	Away - BHS Stadium Field
[Directions] 
	5:30 p.m. 

	Wed., 4/7 
	JV Girls Lacrosse 
	Brookfield 
	Away - BHS Back Turf
[Directions] 
	4:00 p.m. 

	Wed., 4/7 
	V Softball 
	Seymour 
	Away - Seymour HIGH
[Directions] 
	4:00 p.m. 

	Wed., 4/7 
	JV Softball 
	Seymour 
	Away - Bungay School
[Directions] 
	4:00 p.m. 

	Wed., 4/7 
	V Girls Tennis 
	Seymour 
	Away - Seymour High School
[Directions] 
	3:45 p.m. 

	Thu., 4/8 
	V Baseball 
	Ansonia 
	Home - Deland Field
[Directions] 
	3:45 p.m. 

	Thu., 4/8 
	FR Baseball 
	Ansonia 
	Home - Veterans Park
[Directions] 
	3:45 p.m. 

	Thu., 4/8 
	V Boys Golf 
	Wilby 
	Home - cRESTBROOK
[Directions] 
	2:30 p.m. 

	Thu., 4/8 
	V Boys Lacrosse 
	Wolcott 
	Home - Veterans Park
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 

	Thu., 4/8 
	V Boys Tennis 
	Wilby 
	Home - Crestbrook Park
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 

	Thu., 4/8 
	V Girls Lacrosse 
	Conard 
	Away - Conard HS Stadium
[Directions] 
	4:00 p.m. 

	Thu., 4/8 
	JV Girls Lacrosse 
	Conard 
	Away
[Directions] 
	4:00 p.m. 

	Thu., 4/8 
	V Girls Outdoor Track 
	Kennedy 
	Home - Mills Complex- High School.
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 

	Thu., 4/8 
	V Softball 
	Ansonia 
	Away - Ansonia High School
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 

	Thu., 4/8 
	JV Softball 
	Ansonia 
	Away - Charger Field, Prindle Avenue
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 

	Thu., 4/8 
	V Girls Tennis 
	Ansonia 
	Away - Ansonia
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 

	Fri., 4/9 
	JV Baseball 
	Ansonia 
	Home - Deland Field
[Directions] 
	3:45 p.m. 

	Fri., 4/9 
	V Girls Tennis 
	Wolcott 
	Home - Crestbrook Park
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 

	Sat., 4/10 
	V Boys Tennis 
	Sacred Heart 
	Home - Crestbrook Park
[Directions] 
	11:00 a.m. 

	Sat., 4/10 
	V Girls Lacrosse 
	South Windsor 
	Away - SWHS Stadium
[Directions] 
	1:00 p.m. 

	Sat., 4/10 
	JV Girls Lacrosse 
	South Windsor 
	Away - SWHS Multipurpose Field
[Directions] 
	2:30 p.m. 


Activities at Watertown High School

On Thursday night, a new Mr. Watertown was crowned (Angelo Guerrera). This activity is just one of many fun activities / programs that have been added over the past five years to further help connect students with their school. About 800 people attended and everyone had a great time. Numerous staff members supported Mrs. Monti-Bovi in a variety of capacities that evening. Excellent work!

The 2010 musical All Shook Up will be held March 25 – 27 in the WHS Auditorium.
Arts at Watertown High School

WHS Art students took home 5 Awards at the Connecticut Scholastic Art Awards Competition, on January 13 at the University of Hartford Art School. The state wide competition is juried by professional artists and university art faculty, and includes 17 media categories. Winning submissions are awarded Gold Key, Silver Key or Honorable Mention awards. Gold key awardees will have their artwork submitted to the National Level of the Scholastic Art Awards Competition. 

Students at WHS

Members of Interact and the World Language Honor Society collected over $600 that will be donated to help relief in Haiti through the Battle of the Beards and Hat Day.
Teachers at WHS

The focus again this year is on critical thinking across disciplines. Teachers reviewed assessments that measure student’s ability to think critically and will be utilizing the school-wide critical thinking rubric to measure student performance. The latest assessment was given, scored and reviewed by teachers on Wednesday February 25, 2010. The next assessment will be given and scored before April 8, 2010.
On Friday April 16, teachers from Watertown High School and Swift Middle School will meet to collaborate on 6 – 12 school-wide expectations for student learning.
Parents at WHS

The last PTO Meeting was to be held on Wednesday March 10th at 6:00 in the library.  A project graduation committee was established at this meeting. Parents are encouraged to attend the next meeting which will be held on Wednesday April 10th in the library. The PTO meeting will begin at 6:30.
WHS in the Community

All students at Watertown High School are required to complete 20 hours of community service in order to meet the Community Outreach graduation requirement. If you know of a community service opportunity, please contact the school counseling department at WHS.
