






WHS Principal’s Notes





                                               Excellence is the gradual result of always striving to do better.

Matthew Geary, Principal

March 30, 2009 
Schedule for the Upcoming Weeks

Tuesday April 7



College Fair and Junior Parent Night

Wednesday April 8


St. Baldrick’s Fundraiser at Swift

Wednesday April 8


PTO Meeting – 7:00; relocated to Swift

Thursday April 9



Academic Awards Night

Friday April 10 – Sunday April 19

Spring Recess


Highlights

The highlights for the week were the events of Friday April 4. Teachers worked in groups to learn about the new Infinite Campus grading program. This program should allow us to improve communication between teachers, students, counselors, administrators, and parents. At the conclusion of the Infinite Campus training, teachers collaborated to prepare final exams for 2009. 
While this was happening, over 40 students, accompanied by members of the WHS School Counseling Department, attended a college fair at the Hartford Civic Center. This is one of the many opportunities available to students who are starting the college search. 

Building Leadership Team

The Building Leadership Team met on Thursday March 19 at 2:30 in the WHS Tech Center. A discussion of the 3 Year Improvement Plan took place and team members reviewed progress and identified areas of the plan that need to be adjusted. During the next meeting, a discussion of the WHS 2010 curricular plan will be held. Members of the team continue to work on brining the ADL assembly The Truth About Hate to WHS. The purpose of the team is to maintain a decision making process which is clear, fair and open and which involves representatives from each group in our school community. The team includes administrators, department leaders, teachers, paraprofessionals, secretaries, custodians, parents, and students. We work together to improve upon the academic, social, and behavioral successes that have taken place at Watertown High School. Each shareholder has a voice in important decisions that affect our school. Together we utilize our experiences, strengths, talents, and creativity to develop a vision for the future of Watertown High School. Thank you to those who attended the last meeting. The next meeting will be held on Thursday April 30, 2009.
Construction Update

Members of the Board of Education, Public Buildings Committee, District Administration and School Administration took a tour of the construction zone on Wednesday March 16, 2009. Construction continues on both the interior and exterior of Watertown High School. The new addition which will house the library, school counseling offices, and administration is taking shape. As you move down the driveway, you can see the steel that will form the foundation of the new main entrance. Work on Interior walls, HVAC, plumbing and electrical is ongoing in Area A. Renovation of the gym and locker room areas has begun as well. Phase 1 of the project which includes the art studios, library, music suite, auditorium, several new classrooms and a science lab, as well as the gym and locker rooms, is scheduled to be complete by the end of August, 2009. School administrators, technology coordinators, and architects finalized the equipment, furniture and technology plans which have been submitted to the state for approval.
Academics at Watertown High School
Report Cards 
Academic Awards Night will be held this Thursday April 8 at 6:30 in the Swift Auditorium.

The third marking period will close on Thursday April 2. We will make every effort to mail report cards home before the April vacation. We will use our new administrative data base and grading systems for the first time. In full year courses, each quarter counts as 20 % of the final grade while the midterm and final exam each count for 10%. For semester courses, each quarter counts as 40% and the exam counts as 20%.
2008-09 Scheduling
Information concerning scheduling for the 2009-10 school year was distributed on February 5, 2009. The 2009 Program of Studies is now available online February 5, 2009. Student course selection sheets were due back to the main office by Friday February 13, 2009. If you have not returned your course selection sheet, please do so ASAP.
CAPT
All students in grade ten across the state have completed the Connecticut Academic Performance Test. Scores should be available to school staff in August and will be available to  students in September.
Athletics at Watertown High School

Spring sports have begun. Below are the upcoming schedules for all of our teams. Spring sports include boys and girls track and field, boys and girls lacrosse, boys and girls tennis, golf, baseball, and softball. If you are interested in playing a spring sport, pick up a Pay to Participate form and Sports Physical form in the main office.

	Mon., 4/6 
	JV Boys Lacrosse 
	Litchfield 
	Home - Judson Field
[Directions] 
	4:30 p.m. 
	 

	Mon., 4/6 
	V Softball 
	Brien McMahon (Scrim.) 
	Home - Veterans Park
[Directions] 
	3:45 p.m. 
	 

	Wed., 4/8 
	V Baseball 
	Holy Cross 
	Away - HCHS
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	2:30p.m. 

	Wed., 4/8 
	FR Baseball 
	Holy Cross 
	Away - Upper Murray Park
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	 

	Wed., 4/8 
	V Boys Outdoor Track 
	Sacred Heart, Woodland 
	Home - Watertown High School
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	 

	Wed., 4/8 
	V Boys Tennis 
	Holy Cross 
	Away - HCHS
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	2:30p.m 

	Wed., 4/8 
	V Softball 
	Naugatuck 
	Home - Veterans Park
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	 

	Wed., 4/8 
	JV Softball 
	Naugatuck 
	Home - Veterans Park
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	 

	Wed., 4/8 
	V Girls Tennis 
	Naugatuck 
	Home - Crestwood Park
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	 

	Thu., 4/9 
	V Baseball 
	Kennedy 
	Home - Deland Field
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	 

	Thu., 4/9 
	JV Baseball 
	Holy Cross 
	Away
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	3:30p.m. 

	Thu., 4/9 
	FR Baseball 
	Kennedy 
	Home - Veterans Park
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	 

	Thu., 4/9 
	V Boys Golf 
	Wilby 
	Away - Western Hills
[Directions] 
	2:30 p.m. 
	1:45p.m. 

	Thu., 4/9 
	V Boys Tennis 
	Kennedy 
	Home - Crestwood Park
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	 

	Thu., 4/9 
	V Girls Outdoor Track 
	Sacred Heart, Woodland 
	Away - Woodland Track
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	 

	Thu., 4/9 
	V Softball 
	Torrington 
	Away - Torrington H.S.
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	2:15p.m. 

	Thu., 4/9 
	JV Softball 
	Torrington 
	Away - Torrington H.S.
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	 

	Thu., 4/9 
	V Girls Tennis 
	Torrington 
	Away - Torrington H.S.
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	2:15p.m. 

	Fri., 4/10 
	JV Baseball 
	Kennedy 
	Home - Deland Field
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	 

	Mon., 4/13 
	V Baseball 
	Crosby 
	Away - Crosby HS
[Directions] 
	11:00 a.m. 
	8:45a.m. 

	Mon., 4/13 
	FR Baseball 
	Crosby 
	Away - Washington Park
[Directions] 
	11:00 a.m. 
	8:45a.m. 

	Mon., 4/13 
	V Boys Golf 
	Sacred Heart 
	Away - East Mountain
[Directions] 
	2:30 p.m. 
	1:45p.m. 

	Mon., 4/13 
	V Boys Tennis 
	Crosby 
	Away - Crosby HS
[Directions] 
	11:00 a.m. 
	2:30p.m. 

	Mon., 4/13 
	V Softball 
	Crosby 
	Home - Veterans Park
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	 

	Mon., 4/13 
	JV Softball 
	Crosby 
	Home - Veterans Park
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	 

	Mon., 4/13 
	V Girls Tennis 
	Crosby 
	Home - Crestwood Park
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	 

	Tue., 4/14 
	JV Baseball 
	Crosby 
	Away - Crosby HS
[Directions] 
	11:00 a.m. 
	9:45a.m. 

	Tue., 4/14 
	JV Boys Lacrosse 
	Wallinford 
	Away
 
	5:30 p.m. 
	4:00p.m. 

	Tue., 4/14 
	V Boys Outdoor Track 
	Torrington, Wilby 
	Away - Torrington H.S.
[Directions] 
	11:00 a.m. 
	9:30a.m. 

	Tue., 4/14 
	V Girls Outdoor Track 
	Torrington, Wilby 
	Home - Torrington High School
[Directions] 
	11:00 a.m. 
	9:30a.m. 

	Wed., 4/15 
	V Baseball 
	Seymour 
	Home - Deland Field
[Directions] 
	11:00 a.m. 
	 

	Wed., 4/15 
	FR Baseball 
	Seymour 
	Home - Veterans Park
[Directions] 
	3:45 p.m. 
	 

	Wed., 4/15 
	JV Boys Lacrosse 
	Avon Old Farms 
	Home - Judson Field
[Directions] 
	3:15 p.m. 
	 

	Wed., 4/15 
	V Softball 
	Seymour 
	Away - Seymour High School
[Directions] 
	3:45 p.m. 
	2:15p.m. 

	Wed., 4/15 
	JV Softball 
	Seymour 
	Away - Bungay School
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	 

	Wed., 4/15 
	V Girls Tennis 
	Seymour 
	Away - Seymour High School
[Directions] 
	10:00 a.m. 
	2:15p.m. 

	Thu., 4/16 
	JV Baseball 
	Seymour 
	Home - Deland Field
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	 

	Thu., 4/16 
	V Boys Tennis 
	Woodland 
	Home - Crestwood Park
[Directions] 
	11:00 p.m. 
	 

	Fri., 4/17 
	V Baseball 
	Torrington 
	Home - Deland Field
[Directions] 
	11:00 a.m. 
	 

	Fri., 4/17 
	FR Baseball 
	Torrington 
	Home - Veterans Park
[Directions] 
	11:00 a.m. 
	 

	Fri., 4/17 
	V Boys Tennis 
	Torrington 
	Home - Crestwood Park
[Directions] 
	11:00 a.m. 
	 

	Fri., 4/17 
	JV Girls Lacrosse 
	Bristol Central 
	Away
[Directions] 
	6:30 p.m. 
	5:00p.m. 

	Fri., 4/17 
	V Softball 
	Woodland 
	Away - Woodland Softball Field
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	2:15p.m. 

	Fri., 4/17 
	JV Softball 
	Woodland 
	Away - Beacon Falls Rec - Pent Field
[Directions] 
	3:30 p.m. 
	 

	Fri., 4/17 
	V Girls Tennis 
	Woodland 
	Away - Woodland High School Tennis courts
[Directions] 
	11:00 a.m. 
	2:15p.m. 

	Sat., 4/18 
	JV Baseball 
	Torrington 
	Home - Deland Field
[Directions] 
	10:00 a.m. 
	 

	Sat., 4/18 
	JV Boys Lacrosse 
	New Milford 
	Away - New Milford High School
[Directions] 
	8:00 a.m. 
	6:30a.m. 

	Sat., 4/18 
	JV Girls Lacrosse 
	Westover 
	Away
 
	TBA 
	TBA 


Activities at Watertown High School
Battle of the Bands was held on Thursday April 3. Over 200 students attended this event which was organized by Mr. Saccoman. Great job.
Dancing with the Staff will be held in May. See Mrs. Monti-Bovi for more information.

Arts at Watertown High School
Teachers are working on developing a Humanities course for 2009-10. Students should consult the Program of Studies book for details. 
Ceramics, a new course at WHS, will be offered next year.

Students at WHS
Gina Bianca and Jessica Flamengo, members of the WHS Class of 2009 recently organized a Prom Dress Drive and Giveaway through Girls Inc. in Waterbury. They collected and gave away well over 100 dresses. This project is linked to an Independent Study in Marketing the students are working on.
Teachers at WHS

Teachers continue to embed opportunities for students to think critically into the curriculum. Students in all areas are expected to apply, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information. These skills are assessed regularly in class. On April 3, teachers worked on developing final exams that feature questions that require students to think critically to solve problems. They examined last year’s exam scores and student performance before revising this year’s exams.  Student performance on the 4th critical thinking assessment will also be discussed. The critical thinking rubric is available on the WHS website.
Parents at WHS

The next PTO Meeting is Wednesday April 8, 2009 at 7:00 PM in the Swift library. Parents are encouraged to attend.

The next Project Graduation Meeting is on Wednesday April 29, 2009 at 6:30 PM in the relocated Guidance Conference Room. 
WHS in the Community
All students at Watertown High School are required to complete 20 hours of community service in order to meet the Community Outreach graduation requirement. If you know of a community service opportunity, please contact the school counseling department at WHS.
