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WATERTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

324 French St.

Watertown, CT   06795

Telephone (860) 945-4810

Fax. (860) 945-3348

August 15, 2009
Dear Parents / Guardians and Students,

As you know, school opens in just a few weeks on Monday, August 31st. I hope that you have had an enjoyable summer and are excited about the beginning of another school year.  The past few weeks have been a busy but exciting time at Watertown High School. This phase of the construction activities includes the completion of the new addition in the front of the school, the development of a new bus loop and the relocation of several classrooms and is almost complete. Though the construction will occur throughout the school year, this phase of the project will be finished before the end of the summer and we will have the building ready to open by the time you return on August 31st.  We will be 100% ready for teaching and learning to occur on day 1. Below you will find important information on the upcoming school year.

Bus Routes -  The 2009-10 Bus Routes will be published in the Town Times on August 20, 2009.  They will also be posted on the district website at www.watertownctschools.org.  Click on the “bus information” link for school routes.  If you have any busing questions, please contact Terry Lumia in the Business Office at (860) 945-4804.
Opening Day Schedule – Below is the schedule students will follow on opening day. This plan will allow students to meet all of their teachers and familiarize themselves with the building on the first day of school. Students will begin the day in Advisory which will be listed on the schedule they receive. Faculty and students will be stationed throughout the building to assist ninth graders with finding room locations. 
Advisory 1:

7:45 – 8:05 



Period A: 

8:10 – 8:35

Period C

8:40 – 9:05

Period E

9:10 – 9:35

Period G

9:40 – 10:05

Period B

10:10 – 10:35

Advisory 2:

10:40 – 12:35 (w/ lunch)

Period D: 

12:40 – 1:05

Period F:

1:10 – 1:35

Period H

1:40 – 2:05 

What is your dream?-  This year’s theme at Watertown High School is “What is your dream?.” At WHS, we expect great things from all of our students.  We consistently strive to help students set and meet their personal and academic goals both for high school and for the future. Students will have numerous opportunities, through both curricular and extra-curricular experiences, to explore subject matter about which they are passionate. Staff will be working with students and parents to ensure that we do everything possible to help all students succeed. This theme will be the focus of our second annual Academic Convocation at Watertown High School which will be held in early October.
Student Information Forms: In the event of an emergency it is critical that we are able to reach a parent or guardian.  Therefore, each year we ask students to complete Pupil Information Sheets.  This information will be stored in our secure database.  To better ensure accurate information, a blank form is enclosed with this letter. Please complete the form and send it to school on the first day. This sheet will be collected from students in Advisory.  

Dress Code: In preparing for the new school year, please remember that students are dressing to go to work in a classroom environment.  Clothing and accessories should be appropriate for school.  Clothing that displays vulgarities, references to cigarettes, drugs, alcohol, or sexuality is not permitted. Halters, midriff shirts, tank tops, miniskirts, low-rider pants, or short shorts (must be mid-thigh) may not be worn.  Potentially dangerous jewelry or chains may not be worn.  Footwear should be safe and laces tied in light of our steep staircases and newly waxed floors. As we prepare for school construction, safe shoes are necessary – flip flops and sports sandals are not allowed.  
Backpacks/Purses: Students will be allowed to bring all types of backpacks and purses to school this year. Due to the construction, it is likely that only ninth and tenth grade students will have lockers. As a result, we will allow all students to carry backpacks and purses during the school day for 2009-10.

Student Parking: There will be a limited amount of student parking available at Watertown High School this year. Student parking will be located in the back of the building in a temporary lot. The fee for parking on campus is $50.00. Cars parked on campus that do not have a permit will be towed. See Mr. Balanda to pay for parking.

Senior Early Dismissal / Late Arrival – The senior early dismissal / late arrival form can be found on the front page of the Watertown High School webpage www.watertownhigh.org. Keep in mind that the first day of school is a full day for all students. Early dismissal and late arrival will begin on Tuesday September 1.

The Truth About Hate – This fall, all students at WHS will participate in the Anti-Defamation League assembly The Truth About Hate. This program is part of our ongoing effort to improve school climate. 
Parent Communication – Last year we were fortunate enough to convert to a new grading program which gives us a tremendous opportunity to facilitate more regular communication of information to students and parents. This effort should help school staff work with parents and students to provide additional support for students that may be struggling. Beginning on Friday August 28, 2009, this program will allow students and parents to access up to date schedule information. On Wednesday September 16, 2009, we will post our first electronic progress report. We will continue to post an electronic progress report every three weeks. As the year moves on, we hope to make additional information available to parents and students. To access the student/parent portal, go to the Watertown High School website at www.watertownctschools.org and click on Student/Parent Portal. Your user id was sent home in the summer mailing. The password to the account is the student’s date of birth in the MMDDYY format.
Web Pages:  Please make visits to our website part of your Internet browsing as there is a great deal of information available there. I post an updated newsletter every two weeks under the Principal’s Message heading of our webpage. In addition, calendars, news and events, our student handbook, code of conduct, program of studies and much, much more can be accessed at the WHS site. Every teacher has his or her own web page within the website - class assignments will be posted by all teachers this year.  Teacher email will be accessible through the site also.  
Critical Dates:
Monday August 31 – First Day of School - 7:45 AM Advisory

Thursday, September 17 – WHS Back to School Night - 6:45 PM WHS Auditorium
If you have any questions over the next few weeks or at any time during the school year, please feel free to contact me by phone or email (gearyma@watertownps.org). I look forward to working with you.
Sincerely,

Matt Geary
Principal

Excellence is the gradual result of always striving to do better.

